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ease is presented without any pretense of solving the
problem definitely. It affords a striking commentary on
the limitations of our present knowledge. This does not
militate, however, against the validity of finding special
defect, nor against appreciation of its practical impor-
tance.

Walter Z. is a boy whom we have seen on numerous
occasions, and whom we have come to know quite well.
When first brought to the laboratory he was just eleven
years old, and during the five years that have since elapsed,
we have followed his career with much interest. When
we first knew Walter, we found that he was unable to
read a single word of English. The parents were foreign
born, though the boy was born in the United States.
Walter attended a foreign speaking school before we knew
him, but soon after this he was sent to the Parental School,
to which truants are committed. There he was kept for
nine months, and some special attention was given him.
After this long period we found, on reexamination, that
he had learned absolutely nothing in reading. He told
us, with very evident sincerity, how eager he was to learn
to read. lie was conscious of his disability in this direc-
tion and had a thorough appreciation of the handicap
that it was. lie expressed a great desire to attend public
school in order that he might try to make some headway
in reading. During a later period of a few weeks, when
we had this boy under observation, an effort was made
to teach him the reading of very simple words, but it
proved a failure. We found that when the boy was
taught to recognize one simple word, for example "not",
he was able to identify this same word whenever it occurred
on the page, but he never succeeded in remembering more
than one or two words at a time, or in putting them to-
gether so that he could read a full sentence. The net
result of Ms intensive training was the ability to recognize